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new standard for the Steelers that still is the
foundation of what we do and who we are.
From the players to the coaches to the front
office down to the ball boys, he taught us all
what it took to be a winner.”

At just thirty-seven years old, Mr. Noll

turned the struggling franchise into an unbeat-
able powerhouse, leading the team to their
first playoff appearance in thirty-nine years in
1972. Two years later, Mr. Noll took the team
even further, winning the team’s first Super
Bowl in a classic against the Minnesota Vi-
kings.
The “City of Champions” would not be what
it is today without Mr. Noll. Former Steelers
wide receiver Lynn Swann said, “He built a
foundation . . . This entire organization will be
a part of his legacy.”

Mr. Noll’s passion and love of coaching and
contributions will always be remembered by
the Steelers, by Western Pennsylvanians, and
by all members of “Steelers Nation.”

Chuck Noll was so much more than a
coach. He was a licensed pilot and sailor,
played musical instruments, spoke French,
and was well versed in cooking, gardening,
and home repairs. Team members would
often try to find topics that Mr. Noll did not
know about, almost always to no avail. Mr.
Noll once said that he would have been a his-
tory teacher if not a football coach, but by
making the football field his classroom, he in
a sense fulfilled both these careers.

Perhaps what Mr. Noll was best at was
bringing people together and being a source
of encouragement. He focused on building a
sense of family among the team; he taught
players the importance of sacrifice, humility,
and winning both on and off the field. He
never ceased to remind players that their ac-
tions today would affect tomorrow, a mentality
that made him a role model for everyone.

Bishop David Zubik said, “Let’s learn this
lesson from coach. That we should all recog-
nize what we can be, recognize what we are
capable of doing and encourage other people
to be their best. That's greatness. And that’s
why today we thank God for the coach.”

We are pleased to honor the memory of one
of our nation’s greatest football coaches, and
our thoughts and prayers are with his family
during this difficult time.
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Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today on behalf of my constituent, Ser-
geant Andrew Tahmooressi, who is currently
in jail in Mexico. | urge the government of
Mexico to bring his case to trial and do all that
they can to ensure he comes home safely and
quickly.

Mr. Tahmooressi has nobly served our
country during war. He served two combat
tours in Afghanistan including winning a com-
bat field promotion to Sergeant in Helmand
Province. He was honorably discharged in
2012, but remains on reserve duty until 2016.
According to his family, he suffers from severe
PTSD and had traveled from our hometown of
Weston to California to seek treatment from a
VA facility there. But he is currently in trouble
and needs our assistance.
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Andrew was arrested on April 1st of this
year in Tijuana, Mexico after crossing the bor-
der with several firearms in his automobile as
well as ammunition for these weapons. He
was then charged with possessing firearms
and ammunition in violation of Mexican law.
Andrew, according to his signed statement,
was traveling to visit a friend near the Mexican
border on the night of April 1 when he made
a wrong turn and accidentally crossed the bor-
der into Mexico. It is also our understanding
that the weapons in his possession at that
time were purchased legally in the United
States.

After being held for two days in temporary
holding, Andrew was transferred to La Mesa
Penitentiary. Since his incarceration, Andrew
has continued to suffer from PTSD.

Yesterday | spoke to Andrew’s mother Jill.
As a mother, my heart goes out to her, her
family and Andrew during this scary and un-
certain time. As a fellow mother, her neighbor
and her Representative, | committed to Jill that
| will continue to do all that | can to bring An-
drew home.

| have raised Andrew and his situation per-
sonally with Vice President JOE BIDEN and
with Mexican Ambassador Eduardo Medina
Mora. | commend the State Department for
their efforts to ensure that Andrew is being
treated humanely by Mexican authorities, and
for their efforts in helping secure an attorney
for Andrew. My staff and | have been in reg-
ular contact with the State Department since
Andrew’s arrest.

| call on Mexican government officials, spe-
cifically the Attorney General of Mexico to en-
sure that Andrew’s case moves as quickly as
possible.

| urge my colleagues to work collaboratively
to find productive ways to bring Andrew home.
There is absolutely no reason this important
endeavor should be a partisan exercise.

HONORING EVELYN GROSS
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Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the memory of Evelyn Gross who
died on June 18th in Plano, Texas at the age
of 92 after a long battle with lung cancer.

Evelyn Gross was the mother of Alan
Gross, the subcontractor for the U.S. Agency
for International Development, who has been
imprisoned in Cuba for the last four and a half
years for working to increase Internet access
for Cuba’s small Jewish community.

Evelyn Gross’s last wish was to see her son
before she died, but despite repeated pleas
for a humanitarian furlough to visit her, the
Cuban officials refused to grant Alan’s request
to do so.

As the end of her life approached, in a fit of
desperation, Alan went on a hunger strike to
protest the failure of both governments to re-
solve this issue and free him. At his mother’s
urging, Alan stopped the hunger strike after
nine days.

Judy Gross, Alan’s wife said that the death
of Evelyn Gross was a devastating blow to
Alan, who was extremely close to his mother
and was already in a fragile state.

Before his arrest, Alan spoke to her twice a
day by phone. We are all very worried about
how he is coping with her death.
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Judy Gross fears that her husband will sink
deeper into depression and give up all hope of
ever coming home.

She worries that the pain of not being able
to see his mother before her passing could
start Alan down a dangerous path of destruc-
tive behavior.

Before the death of Evelyn Gross, many of
Alan’s friends had already grown deeply con-
cerned about Alan’s physical and emotional
well being.

Alan lives confined in a small prison cell 23
hours a day with two other inmates. Until re-
cently, prison officials kept the lights on in the
cell 24 hours a day.

Weakened by the prospect of having to
serve out a 15-year prison sentence under
these conditions, Alan’s health and emotional
state have suffered. He has lost over 100
pounds, he suffers from chronic pain, and his
loss of hope and increasing despondency
have caused those who love him to fear that
he is at risk of losing his will to live.

When Alan turned 65 last month, he swore
that it would be his last birthday in prison. He
said he was determined to come home, alive
or dead.

| am taking the floor today to urge the Gov-
ernment of Cuba to free Alan Gross and for
President Obama to do everything he can to
obtain his release.

| fear for what might happen if nothing is
done soon to free Alan Gross.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF ARMANDO
J. MORA, JR.

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2014

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sadness that | along with Rep. LINDA T.
SANCHEZ rise to honor the life of Armando J.
Mora, Jr., a Santa Fe Springs City fireman
who died of service related cancer on June
18th, 2014.

Mr. Mora was raised in Santa Fe Springs
and was proud to serve in the Fire Depart-
ment of the city he loved. Mr. Mora came from
a very distinguished family who have com-
mitted their lives to public service in Santa Fe
Springs. His father Armando Mora Sr. served
on the City Council and was Mayor, and his
brother Robert also serves in the Fire Depart-
ment and is President of Local 3507 of the
firefighter’s union.

Armando J. Mora, Jr. began his career in
the fire service of the City of West Covina and
was hired by the Santa Fe Springs Fire De-
partment on January 20, 1981. He served with
distinction for 33 years as a firefighter, and
was known as an extraordinary man of great
character and generosity to all in our commu-
nity. We owe a great debt of gratitude to Mr.
Mora because he knew the danger he faced
every day on the job, but would not be de-
terred from his duties in protecting the people
of our region.

We extend our sincere sympathy to Mr.
Mora’s mother Alicia Mora, his loving and de-
voted wife Georgina Mora, his two children,
Lauren and Anthony, stepson Jesse, two sis-
ters Annie and Irene, his brother Robert, and
to the extended Mora family and friends, in-
cluding his brave brothers and sisters in the
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Santa Fe Springs Fire Department. We are all
devastated by the loss of one so loved. We
ask that our colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives join us to honor this
fallen hero who has made the ultimate sac-
rifice for our community.

———

IN HONOR OF FORMER ALBANY
CHIEF OF POLICE WASHINGTON
LONG

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance
that | rise today to pay tribute to a great man
and outstanding public servant, Mr. Wash-
ington Long, the first black Police Chief in the
history of Albany, Georgia. Sadly, Chief Long
died on Thursday, June 19, 2014. A funeral
service will be held on Friday, June 27, 2014
at 11:00 a.m. at Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist
Church of Albany, Georgia with interment fol-
lowing at Riverside Cemetery.

Mr. Long was born in Marianna, Florida. He
enlisted in the United States Army at an early
age, before transferring to the Air Force. While
stationed at Turner Air Force Base in Albany,
he met then Albany Police Department Chief
Laurie Pritchett. Chief Pritchett saw potential
in Mr. Long and asked him to join the force if
Chief Pritchett could convince the commis-
sioners to hire black police officers. Mr. Long
made up his mind to join the Police Depart-
ment when he was stopped by a police officer
in downtown Albany, where racial strife was
profuse in the years following the Albany
Movement, a part of the greater Civil Rights
Movement. He believed he could be a better
police officer than the one who stopped him
and so in 1966, Mr. Long became one of the
city’s first black police officers.

In the police department, Mr. Long rose
through the ranks of Corporal, Detective, Cap-
tain, Major and Assistant Chief. In 1987, Mr.
Long was named Chief of the Albany Police
Department, becoming the city’s first black po-
lice chief. He held this post until he retired in
1994.

During his nearly thirty-year career with the
Albany Police Department, Chief Long served
the citizens of Albany, Georgia with devotion
and distinction. Responsible for ensuring the
safety and protection of the residents of Al-
bany, Chief Long proved to be a strong and
revered leader. A great number of challenges
came with a position of this caliber, exacer-
bated by the lingering effects of segregation
and racial tension. Chief Long met these chal-
lenges head-on with steadfast humility and
strong moral fiber.

Chief Long was a member of Mt. Zion Mis-
sionary Baptist Church for over fifty years and
served on the Deacon Board. He was also a
member of numerous community organiza-
tions, the most notable being the Board of Di-
rectors for the Boys and Girls Club of Al-
bany—East Albany Unit. He sponsored the
membership for many children over the years
so that they could have a support system in
the community to encourage them to realize
their full potential.

Shirley Chisholm once said that, “Service is
the rent that we pay for the space that we oc-
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cupy here on this earth.” Chief Long’s life was
defined by service. He paid his rent and he
paid it well through his distinguished service to
his community, devotion to his work, and the
compassion he showed for the people of Al-
bany. He will truly be missed.

Chief Long is survived by his daughter, Lisa;
son, Ronald; and siblings Gertrude, Coriel,
Paul, William, Frederick and Mariah.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me, my wife, Vivian, and the more than
700,000 residents of the Second Congres-
sional District of Georgia in paying tribute to
Chief Washington Long and his legacy of
service to Albany, Georgia. He loved the peo-
ple of Albany and he was committed to mak-
ing the community safer to live in and to im-
proving the quality of life. We extend our
deepest sympathies to his family, friends and
loved ones during this difficult time and we
pray that they will be consoled and comforted
by an abiding faith and the Holy Spirit in the
days, weeks and months ahead.

———————

IN SUPPORT OF VOTING RIGHTS
AND THE VOTER RIGHTS ACT

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2014

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in support of the right of all Americans
to vote without fear of discrimination, no mat-
ter their race, color, or political beliefs.

In 1965, Congress passed and President
Lyndon Johnson signed into law the Voting
Rights Act. The enactment of VRA fulfilled a
century of work towards guaranteeing that our
most fundamental right—the right to vote—
would be protected for all Americans, including
in states and local jurisdictions that had his-
torically denied or disempowered minority vot-
ers.

The protections provided in VRA ensure that
historically disenfranchised communities in our
country are now able to freely vote. The very
chamber we stand in today is a reflection of
the success of VRA, seen in the election of
dozens of Members of Congress who come
from these very communities.

A year ago today, however, the successes
of VRA became endangered when the Su-
preme Court ruled in a controversial 5-4 deci-
sion that the coverage formula in Section 4(b)
of the Act, which had been used to determine
the states and political subdivisions subject to
Section 5 preclearance, was unconstitutional.

As a result of the Court’s opinion in Shelby,
the right to vote for millions of Americans, in-
cluding my constituents in Houston and Harris
County, are now endangered. Immediately
after the high court’s ruling, the State of Texas
announced that it would put into immediate ef-
fect a voter ID law that had been previously
blocked by a federal court because the state
law’s restrictions target the very communities
that are meant to be protected under Section
5.

Congress must act. The right to vote for all
is at the very heart of our democracy.

Bipartisan legislation, the Voting Rights
Amendment Act, has been introduced in this
Congress that would provide a new coverage
formula based on current problems in voting
and directly respond to the high court's con-
cerns.
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This is not perfect legislation, but it would
go a long way towards restoring the protec-
tions that my constituents had before the
Court’s decision.

| urge my colleagues to bring the Voting
Rights Amendment Act to a floor vote and en-
sure that our most sacred right—the right to
vote—is protected for all Americans.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF ESSIE POUGH
ON THE OCCASION OF HER RE-
TIREMENT

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2014

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | am pleased to recognize one of my con-
stituents from Oak Park, lllinois, Essie Pough,
as she retires from the lllinois Department of
Human Services after 46 years of public serv-
ice to the state of lllinois and its citizens. On
behalf of the 7th District of lllinois, | congratu-
late and commend Mrs. Pough for almost five
decades of outstanding dedication to the state.

Mrs. Pough began her career when the
agency was known as the lllinois Department
of Public Aid. She has worked at multiple loca-
tions for the agency, providing the customers
with professional assistance at each—whether
she was in the Walcott office, the Madison of-
fice, or in Humboldt Park. As an example of
her commitment to the public, Mrs. Pough
started taking Spanish classes after moving to
her Humboldt Park office which serves a large
number of lllinoisans who speak Spanish. She
worked at the Humboldt Park office for 30
years.

Although small in stature, Mrs. Pough has a
dynamic and impressive personality that
amazes her friends, family and co-workers. |
also understand that she has a fondness for
high heels, even starting her work day by
walking up the stairs to her second floor office
every day in 4-inch heels, which no doubt
helps explain her health and fitness to this
day. Mrs. Pough is a caring friend and co-
worker. Her propensity to routinely feed her
colleagues makes me disappointed that |
never had the opportunity to work with her. In
addition, she regularly supported her cowork-
ers’ accomplishments with parties to recognize
birthdays and promotions as well as led the
annual Black History celebration.

Outside of work, Mrs. Pough is an avid
bowler with an average of 133. Impressively,
she has already bowled 200 twice this year
alone. These scores are especially notable
given her distinctive bowling stance, bowling
while down on one knee. She is an active
member of Living Word Christian Center
where she adds her beautiful voice to the
choir and shares her bowling talents with the
bowling team.

In closing, | join with the friends of Essie
Pough and her 8 children, 19 grandchildren,
25 great grandchildren, and 6 great great
grandchildren in celebrating her retirement on
April 30, 2014, after 46 years of public service.
| recognize Mrs. Pough’s dedication to her
community and state as well as convey my
deep appreciation for her service. | am hon-
ored to celebrate the achievements of Mrs.
Pough and am hopeful for a prosperous and
active retirement.
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